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The most popular form of entertainment in
Malta is the drinking-party* This parades under
a variety of names, such as Cocktail Party, At Home,
Sherry, Sherry at 6.30, Band Sunday, and even
Gin Sunday* The party can be held in a number
of different places such as clubs, private houses,
or flats ; in ships, warships, and officers* messes ;
also on a roof, in a garden, on deck, in a ward-
room, or under the muzzles of gigantic guns* But,
wherever held, and by whoever given, the type of
party rarely varies* Guests are herded together,
offered weak cocktails, cigarettes, and a variety of
small things to eat* You meet the same people
evening after evening at these parties, and they
talk about the same old topics : the house or place
you happen to be in at the moment j the weather ;
the game or sport which is in vogue at the time ;
who has arrived on, or departed from, the island,
has become engaged or been seen at the Sliema
Club ; when you expect to go Home ; and, finally,
always what the Navy is doing, or about to do*
The drinking-party is, naturally, popular, for it
is possible to entertain a large number of people
at a comparatively small cost, and, what is even
more important, the guests, amuse themselves